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AMERICAN HOCKEY COACHES ASSOCIATION

Greg Brown of Boston College Is Named
CCM/AHCA Division I Men’s Coach of the Year

 For leading the Boston College Eagles to a pair of Hockey East titles and into the 2024 
Frozen Four, Greg Brown has been chosen the winner of the 2024 Spencer Penrose 
Award as Division I Men’s Ice Hockey CCM/AHCA Coach of the Year by his peers. The 
honor is the first for Brown and the fourth for Boston College in the 74-year history of the 
award. John “Snooks” Kelley won it twice (1959 and 1972) and Len Ceglarski once (1985). 
Jerry York, college hockey’s winningest coach, never won this award at BC but captured it 
in 1977 while at Clarkson.
 The 2023-24 Eagles bring a 33-5-1 record into Thursday’s semifinal game (8:30 p.m. 
ET) against the University of Michigan as they look for their sixth national championship 
overall and first since 2012.
 A former Boston College All-American defenseman (Class of 1990) , Brown was named 
The Schiller Family Head Hockey Coach on May 6, 2022, becoming just the fifth head 
coach of BC men’s hockey since 1932.
 In his two seasons as the Eagles’ head coach, he has led Boston College to a 47-21-
7 record, including tying a program record with 33 wins to date in 2023-24. This year, he 
guided his squad to the 18th Hockey East regular season crown in program history, posting 
20-3-1 record in league play and becoming the first team in Hockey East to win 20 games 
since Boston College did so in 2010-11.

    Brown is the only coach to be named conference 
coach of the year and lead his team to the Frozen Four 
this year. His 33 wins are more than double the win 
total from last season, his first year, and more than the 
previous two seasons combined.
    Under Brown’s guidance, the Eagles have four of the nation’s top six scorers in Will Smith (No. 
1, 69 points), Cutter Gauthier (tied No. 2, 64), Ryan Leonard (No. 5, 59) and Gabe Perreault (No. 6, 
57). Additionally, Jacob Fowler set an NCAA record for a freshman netminder with 31 wins to date.
    Brown spent 14 seasons behind the bench for the Eagles from 2004-18 as an assistant on 
former head coach Jerry York’s staff, helping to bring three national championships to the Heights 
in 2008, 2010, and 2012. After eight seasons as an assistant coach, he was elevated to associate 
head coach following the 2012 NCAA title, BC’s third championship in a five-year span.
     During his 14 years coaching at Boston College, Brown helped lead BC to six Hockey East Tour-
nament Championships, seven Hockey East Regular Season Championships, 11 NCAA Tourna-
ment appearances, and seven NCAA Frozen Four berths. Brown was also selected as an assistant 
coach for Team USA at three different IIHF World Junior Championships.
    Brown served as an assistant coach in the NHL for the New York Rangers for three years from 
2018-21, where he coached former Eagle forwards Chris Kreider and Kevin Hayes. As the head 
coach of Dubuque in the USHL in 2021-22, he led the Fighting Saints to a second-place finish in 
the USHL Eastern Conference and an increase of 16 wins from the year prior.
    While at Boston College, Brown won back-to-back Hockey East Player of the Year Awards in 

1989 and 1990. He was named a First Team All-American and a finalist for the Hobey Baker Award both years. In three NCAA seasons, 
Brown registered 24 goals and 96 assists for 120 points in 119 career games.
    He was the captain of the Eagles as a senior in 1989-1990 for a team that won 28 games and reached the NCAA Semifinal. Boston 
College went 84-33-5 (.709) during his three seasons on the Heights, winning Hockey East Championships in 1987 and 1990. He was 
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Recipients of the Spencer Penrose Award
CCM/AHCA Division One Coach of the Year

1951 Edward Jeremiah, Dartmouth
1952 Cheddy Thompson, Colorado College
1953 John Mariucci, Minnesota
1954 Vic Heyliger, Michigan
1955 Ralph “Cooney” Weiland, Harvard
1956 William Harrison, Clarkson
1957 Jack Riley, Army
1958 Harry Cleverly, Boston University
1959 John “Snooks” Kelley, Boston College
1960 Jack Riley, Army
1961 Murray Armstrong, Denver
1962 Jack Kelley, Colby
1963 Tony Frasca, Colorado College
1964 Tom Eccleston, Providence
1965 Jim Fullerton, Brown
1966 Amo Bessone, Michigan State
 Len Ceglarski, Clarkson
1967 Edward Jeremiah, Dartmouth
1968 Ned Harkness, Cornell
1969 Charlie Holt, New Hampshire
1970 John MacInnes, Michigan Tech
1971 Ralph “Cooney” Weiland, Harvard
1972 John “Snooks” Kelley, Boston College
1973 Len Ceglarski, Boston College
1974 Charlie Holt, New Hampshire
1975 Jack Parker, Boston University
1976 John MacInnes, Michigan Tech
1977 Jerry York, Clarkson
1978 Jack Parker, Boston University
1979 Charlie Holt, New Hampshire
1980 Rick Comley, Northern Michigan
1981 Bill O’Flaherty, Clarkson
1982 Ferny Flaman, Northeastern
1983 Bill Cleary, Harvard
1984 Mike Sertich, Minnesota-Duluth
1985 Len Ceglarski, Boston College
1986 Ralph Backstrom, Denver
1987 John “Gino” Gasparini, North Dakota

1988 Frank Anzalone, Lake Superior
1989 Joe Marsh, St. Lawrence
1990 Terry Slater, Colgate
1991 Rick Comley, Northern Michigan
1992 Ron Mason, Michigan State
1993 George Gwozdecky, Miami
1994 Don Lucia, Colorado College
1995 Shawn Walsh, Maine
1996 Bruce Crowder, MA-Lowell
1997 Dean Blais, North Dakota
1998 Tim Taylor, Yale
1999 Richard Umile, New Hampshire
2000 Joe Marsh, St. Lawrence
2001 Dean Blais, North Dakota
2002 Tim Whitehead, Maine
2003 Bob Daniels, Ferris State
2004 Scott Sandelin, Minnesota Duluth
2005 George Gwozdecky, Denver
2006 Enrico Blasi, Miami
2007 Jeff Jackson, Notre Dame
2008 Red Berenson, Michigan
2009 Jack Parker, Boston University
2010 Wayne Wilson, RIT
2011 Nate Leaman, Union
2012 Bob Daniels, Ferris State
2013 Norm Bazin, UMass Lowell
2014 Rick Bennett, Union
2015 Mike Hastings, Minnesota State
2016 Rand Pecknold, Quinnipiac
2017 Jim Montgomery, Denver
2018 Jeff Jackson, Notre Dame
2019 Greg Carvel, Massachusetts 
2020 Brad Berry, North Dakota
 Mike Schafer, Cornell
2021 Mike Hastings, Minnesota State
2022 Mike Hastings, Minnesota State
2023 Bob Motzko, Minnesota
2024 Greg Brown, Boston College
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selected to the U.S. Olympic Team during his sophomore year for the Calgary Olympics in 1988 and again for the Albertville Olympics in 1992.
  Brown was drafted 26th overall by the Buffalo Sabres in the 1986 NHL draft and played four NHL seasons for Buffalo, Pittsburgh, 
and Winnipeg. He played professional hockey in Europe for eight more seasons before retiring in 2003, and made his return to the 
Heights in 2004 as an assistant coach for York.
  The Brown family has many connections to Boston College men’s hockey. Greg’s older brother Doug was a four-year standout 
forward for the Eagles from 1982-86, posting 162 points and earning a spot on two All-America teams. Greg and Doug are members of 
the Boston College Varsity Club Athletic Hall of Fame. Greg’s nephews Patrick Brown (2010-14) and Christopher Brown (2015-19) were 
also forwards at BC, both serving as captains.
 Assisting Brown this season were Mike Ayers, Brendan Buckley and Brent Darnell. The runner-up for this year’s Spencer 
Penrose Award was Adam Nightingale of Michigan State University. The award will be presented at the 2024 AHCA Convention at 
the Naples Grande Hotel in Naples, FL, on the evening of Wednesday, May 1.
 The Spencer Penrose Award is named in memory of the Colorado Springs benefactor who built the Broadmoor Hotel Complex, site 
of the first 10 NCAA championship hockey tournaments. The CCM AHCA COACH of the YEAR AWARDS are sponsored by CCM 
HOCKEY and chosen by members of the AMERICAN HOCKEY COACHES ASSOCIATION. CCM is the legendary hockey brand dedicated 
to the endless pursuit of performance by delivering game-changing, head-to-toe innovative hockey equipment to players worldwide.


