MEN’S PREVIEW

HOCKEY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: VIARCH 2, 2017

No. 12 Massachusetts vs. No. 5 Providence — Fri. 3/3, Sat. 3/4, Sun. 3/5 (if necessary) at PC
e The Minutemen come in to the first round of the Hockey East Tournament as the number 12
seed after dropping four points to Providence last weekend. UMass fell to the Friars, 6-2, before
forcing Saturday night's game into overtime, where they eventually dropped a 2-1 decision. In
last year’s tournament, the Minutemen bowed out in the first round after two hard-fought one-
goal games at Boston University.

e UMass senior captain and leading point-getter Steven lacobellis (Port Coquitlam, B.C.) has
posted 21 points this season on eight goals and 13 assists.

e Providence plays host to UMass in the best-of-three series after winning both games of last
weekend’s home-and-home with the Minutemen. The Friars put up six goals on Friday night to
take two points while on the road and then got two goals from Garret Gamez (Chino Hills, Calif.)
on Saturday night, including the overtime goal, to close out the regular season with a win and
end the year on a 12-2-1 run.

No. 11 Maine vs. No. 6 Vermont — Fri. 3/3, Sat. 3/4, Sun. 3/5 (if necessary) at UVM

e Maine travels to Vermont for the second time this season to take on the Catamounts in the
opening round of the Hockey East Tournament. During the regular season, the Black Bears fell in
the first game of the series, 6-2, before bouncing back to take one point on the road in a 2-2 tie.
¢ Junior Nolan Vesey (North Reading, Mass.) earned Hockey East Player of the Week honors
for the final week of the regular season after a four-goal weekend against Northeastern. The
forward tallied one goal in Friday night’s loss and then posted a hat trick, including the eventual
game winner, in Saturday night’s 5-4 win.

e The Catamounts turn to rookie goaltender Stefanos Lekkas (Elburn, lIl.) to help them advance
to their third straight quarterfinal appearance in the current tournament format. In league play,
the freshman has posted a 2.60 goals against average and .907 save percentage.

e Up front, Vermont freshman Ross Colton (Robbinsville, N.J./11g, 15a) and senior captain
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UPCOMING GAMES

Friday 3/3

No. 11 Maine at No. 6 Vermont - 7pm
No. 10 UNH vs No. 7 Merrimack - 7pm
No. 9 UConn at No. 8 Northeastern - 7pm
No. 12 UMass at No. 5 Providence - 7:05pm

Saturday 3/4

No. 11 Maine at No. 6 Vermont - 7pm
No. 10 UNH vs No. 7 Merrimack - 7pm
No. 9 UConn at No. 8 Northeastern - 7pm
No. 12 UMass at No. 5 Providence - 7:05pm

Saturday 3/5

No. 11 Maine at No. 6 Vermont - 4pm *

No. 10 UNH vs No. 7 Merrimack - 7pm *
No. 9 UConn at No. 8 Northeastern - 7pm *
No. 12 UMass at No. 5 Providence - 7:05pm *

* If Necessary

Mario Puskarich (Fort Walton Beach, Fla./12g, 12a) have combined for 50 points this season

and are first and second on the team in overall scoring.

No.10 New Hampshire vs. No. 7 Merrimack — Fri. 3/3, Sat. 3/4, Sun. 3/5 (if necessary) at MC

e New Hampshire took three points from Merrimack during the regular season and will look to move past the Warriors this weekend and
into the quarterfinal round of the Hockey East Tournament as the programs clash in the opening round for the second straight season.
Last year, Merrimack moved on after taking a three-game series over the Wildcats.

e UNH freshman Patrick Grasso (Ankeny, lowa) recorded six points against the Warriors in the regular season. He found the back of
the net four times in their first meeting, and then went on to add two assists in the next.

e Tied for first in the nation in points, Wildcats senior Tyler Kelleher (Longmeadow, Mass.) has netted 22 goals and dished out 37 helpers
on the season.

¢ Merrimack defeated New Hampshire in three games to move on to the quarterfinal round in the 2016 Hockey East Tournament. The
Warriors have seen solid play from netminder Collin Delia (Rancho Cucamonga, Calif.) over the final two months of the season as he
leads Hockey East in goals against average (1.97) and save percentage (.936) since the calendar flipped to 2017. The junior turned
away 61 shots in the last two games of the regular season and is 7-3-3 in his last 13 outings.

¢ Brett Seney (London, Ont.) leads Merrimack in points for the third straight season entering this weekend’s opening round of play. The
forward has recorded over 25 points in each of his three seasons in the blue and gold, including 29 this year in his junior campaign.

No. 9 UConn vs. No. 8 Northeastern — Fri. 3/3, Sat. 3/4, Sun. 3/5 (if necessary) at NU

e UConn travels to Northeastern for the first round of tournament play, where the newest member of Hockey East seeks to advance to
the Hockey East quarterfinals for the first time in program history. Mike Cavanaugh’s squad is coming into the weekend after sweeping
New Hampshire in a home and home series in the last weekend of regular season play to earn the ninth seed.

e Sophomores Tage Thompson (Orange, Conn.) and Max Letunov (Moscow, Russia) lead the offense for the UConn Huskies in their
sophomore campaigns. The two have combined for 59 of UConn’s points on the season, with Thompson leading the charge with a 19-
13--32 stat line and Letunov following close behind with 2-20--27.

¢ Reigning Hockey East Tournament Champion Northeastern comes into the playoffs with its top line of Zach Aston-Reese (Staten
Island, N.Y.), Nolan Stevens (Sea Isle City, N.J.) and John Stevens (Sea Isle City, N.J.) healthy and clicking once again. Aston-Reese
enters the weekend leading the nation in goals (29) and points (30). The senior’'s 29-30--59 stat line is tied with UNH’s Kelleher for most
points in the NCAA.

e The Huskies have two other 50-plus point getters on the season in junior Dylan Sikura (Aurora, Ont.) and sophomore Adam Gaudette
(Braintree, Mass.). Sikura has notched 53 points (20g, 33a) on the season and Gaudette is close behind him with 51 (25g, 26a), giving
Northeastern the first-, fifth- and six-most prolific scorers in the country this season.
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USA Today/USA Hockey Magazine

Men’s College Hockey Poll - 2/27

Rk. School, Pts. (FPV) Record LW
1. Denver, 503 (43) 24-6-4 1
T2. Harvard, 462 (3) 22-5-2 3
T2. Minnesota Duluth, 462 (4) 20-5-7 2
4. UMass Lowell, 386 22-9-3 5
5. Minnesota, 380 21-9-2 4
6. Boston University, 327 21-10-3 6
7. Union, 300 23-8-3 7
8. Western Michigan, 295 19-8-5 8
9. Cornell, 221 18-6-5 9
10. Penn State, 188 20-8-2 11
11. Providence, 183 20-9-5 10
12. Notre Dame, 141 19-10-5 13
13. Ohio State, 94 17-9-6 12
14. Wisconsin, 39 18-11-1 19
15. North Dakota, 33 16-14-3 16

Others receiving votes: Boston College 32, Vermont 16, St.
Cloud State 10, St. Lawrence 4, Air Force 4.

USCHO.com
Men’s College Hockey Poll - 2/27

Rk. School, Pts. (FPV) Record LW
1. Denver, 990 (43) 24-6-4 1
2. Harvard, 928 (3) 22-5-2 3
3. Minnesota Duluth, 924 (4) 20-5-7 2
4. UMass Lowell, 835 22-9-3 5
5. Minnesota, 788 21-9-2 4
6. Union, 707 23-8-3 7
7. Boston University, 703 21-10-3 6
8. Western Michigan, 680 19-8-5 8
9. Cornell, 587 18-6-5 9
10. Providence, 532 20-9-5 10
11. Penn State, 506 20-8-2 11
12. Notre Dame, 461 19-10-5 13
13. Ohio State, 393 17-9-6 12
14. Vermont, 294 18-11-5 15
15. North Dakota, 252 16-14-3 16
16. Wisconsin, 238 18-11-1 19
17. Boston College, 223 18-14-4 14
18. Air Force, 125 22-9-5 17
19. St. Cloud State, 80 15-16-1 18
20. St. Lawrence, 66 16-11-7 20
Others receiving votes: Omaha 57, Bemidji State 45, Canisius 36,
Quinnipiac 32, Minnesota State 8, Michigan Tech 7, Northeastern 3.

HOCKEY EAST WEEKLY AWARDS

HOCKEY EAST PLAYER OF THE WEEK

Week Player
Oct. 3 Patrick Harper, BU

Oct. 10 Anders Bjork, ND

Oct. 17 Tyler Kelleher, UNH

Oct. 24  Jordan Greenway, BU

Oct. 31 Patrick Grasso, UNH

Nov. 7 Austin Cangelosi, BC

Nov. 14 Blaine Byron, ME

Nov. 21 Zach Aston-Reese, NU
Tyler Kelleher, UNH

Nov. 28  Dylan Sikura, NU

Dec. 5 Tyler Kelleher, UNH

Dec. 12 Chase Pearson, ME
Anders Bjork, ND

Dec. 19  Zach Aston-Reese, NU

Jan. 2 Joe Gambardella, UML

Jan. 9 Jakob Forsbacka Karlsson, BU

Jan. 16 Zach Aston-Reese, NU

Jan. 23  Dylan Sikura, NU

Jan. 30  Dylan Sikura, NU

Feb. 6 Erik Foley, PC

Feb. 13  Hampus Gustafsson, MC

Feb. 20  Brian Bowen, UVM

Feb.27  Nolan Vesey, ME

PRO AMBITIONS HOCKEY EAST DEFENSIVE

ROOKIE OF THE WEEK PLAYER OF THE WEEK

Week Player Week Player

Oct. 3 Clayton Keller, BU Oct. 3 Drew Vogler, MC

Oct. 10 Mitchell Fossier, ME Oct. 10 Rob Nichols, UConn

Oct. 17 Mitchell Fossier, ME Oct. 17 Tyler Wall, UML

Oct. 24 Jake Oettinger, BU Oct. 24  Stefanos Lekkas, UVM

Oct. 31 Stefanos Lekkas, UVM Oct. 31 Adam Huska, UConn

Nov. 7 Clayton Keller, BU Nov. 7 Tyler Wall, UML

Nov. 14 Patrick Harper, BU Nov. 14 Rob Nichols, UConn

Nov. 21 Adam Huska, UConn Nov. 21 Collin Delia, MC

Nov. 28  Ross Colton, UVYM Stefanos Lekkas, UVM
Tyler Irvine, MC Nov. 28  Stefanos Lekkas, UVM

Dec. 5 Adam Huska, UConn Dec. 5 Jake Oettinger, BU

Dec. 12 Jake Oettinger, BU Dec. 12 Hayden Hawkey, PC

Dec. 19  Clayton Keller, BU Dec. 19  Shane Switzer, BU

Jan. 2 Josh Wilkins, PC Jan. 2 Cal Petersen, ND

Jan. 9 Tyler Wall, UML Rob Nichols, UConn

Jan. 16 Tyler Irvine, MC Jan. 9 Matias Cleland, UNH

Jan. 23 Clayton Keller, BU Jan. 16 Rob McGovern, ME
Ross Colton, UVYM Jan. 23  Jake Oettinger, BU

Jan. 30  Joe Woll, BC Jan.30  Collin Delia, MC

Feb. 6 Mattias Goransson, UML Feb. 6 Anthony Florentino, PC

Feb. 13  Tyler Wall, UML Feb. 13  Dennis Gilbert, ND

Feb.20  Sami Travernier, MC Feb.20 Cal Petersen, ND

Feb. 27  Clayton Keller, BU Feb. 27  Tyler Wall, UML

HOCKEY EAST MONTHLY AWARDS

HOCKEY EAST PLAYER OF THE MONTH
Month Player

Oct. Anders Bjork, ND

Nov. Zach Aston-Reese, NU
Dec. Tyler Kelleher, UNH
Jan. Dylan Sikura, NU

Feb. Zach Aston-Reese, NU

PRO AMBITIONS ROOKIE OF THE MONTH
Month

Player

Oct.

Nov.
Dec.

Jan.

Feb.

Patrick Grasso, UNH
Patrick Grasso, UNH
Clayton Keller, BU
Clayton Keller, BU
Clayton Keller, BU

STOP IT GOALTENDER OF THE MONTH

Month Player

Oct. Jake Oettinger, BU
Stefanos Lekkas, UVYM

Nov. Stefanos Lekkas, UVYM

Dec. Hayden Hawkey, PC

Jan. Collin Delia, MC

Feb. Tyler Wall, UML

2016-17 HOCKEY EAST STANDINGS

& B © G & M e i @

Rk. Team GP__W L T Pts Overall Conf. Off. Conf. Def.
1. UMass Lowell */I 22 14 7 1 29 22-9-3 3.45 (1) 2.32(T2)
Boston University *A 22 13 6 3 29 21-10-3 2.91(7) 2.14 (1)
Boston College */ 22 13 6 3 29 18-14-4 3.36 (2) 2.55 (4)
4.  Notre Dame * 22 12 6 4 28 19-10-5 3.05 (5) 2.32 (T2)
5.  Providence @ 22 12 7 3 27 20-9-5 3.00 (6) 2.59 (5)
6. Vermont@ 22 10 8 4 24 18-11-5 2.77 (8) 2.86 (8)
7. Merrimack @ 22 8 8 6 22 14-14-5 2.59 (T9) 2.73 (6)
8. Northeastern @ 22 9 10 3 21 16-13-5 3.32(3) 3.23(9)
9. UConn 22 8 10 4 20 12-14-8 2.50 (11) 2.77 (7)
10. New Hampshire 22 7 11 4 18 12-17-5 3.14 (4) 3.50 (10)
11. Maine 22 515 2 12 11-19-4 2.59 (T9) 3.59 (11)
12. Massachusetts 22 2 19 1 5 5-27-2 1.91(12) 4.00 (12)
* clinched first round bye; A clinched share of regular season title; @ clinched home ice in the opening round

B



