
The following is a transcript from a league-sponsored media teleconference, featuring the head coaches of the four tournament
semifinalists, held Tuesday, March 13, 2007.

Head Coach DON “TOOT” CAHOON, No. 4 Massachusetts Minutemen

It’s tough to win four straight, particularly against a Maine team that has always been in the thick of it. What do
the last four games tell us about your team?
More than anything else, we never look at it as a four-game proposition. I think that would have been a little overwhelm-
ing. What we did was to segment the challenge by reducing it as much as possible, even as much as a period at a time.
The kids have really bought into that concept and have really responded to it.

On the team’s balanced scoring throughout the season:
It seems to me that if anything, we are characterized by being fairly well-balanced. We don’t have anyone in the top-10 in
scoring, we don’t have any one single prolific scoring line. It seems to be that across the board, we are getting contribu-
tions from everyone, which contributes to a healthy team environment. It’s a good situation that in a game, regardless of
who is on the ice, you feel that you could get some contributions and production. I think it’s been a pleasant development
over the course of the year.

Goaltending. Can you compare Jon Quick to any of the other goalies in this tournament?
Any one of these goaltenders is deserving of the accolades they get at the end of the season. All have been vital to their
team’s success. Jon measures up on that front. He’s the backbone of our team, and I characterize him as the best athlete
on our team. We know that we go as he goes. Most programs that get to this point in the season are getting great
goaltending. It’s pretty hard to disguise that position. Jon is no exception. It’s hard to compare to any of the other goalies.
All four measure up to the standard in the country.

On Matt Anderson’s career and what it means to see him get back:
It’s a terrific testament to his will and his ability to stick to it overall. It has been a tremendous challenge emotionally and
physically. You can’t imagine what its like to have two injuries that could be career-ending injuries. With the ankle injury, it
looked like he might never skate again. But he’s been able to battle through and bring his game back to the level that its at
now. It’s been a pleasure for us all to watch. He’s back to the Matt Anderson of old … having fun and making plays. He’s
everything you want in a student athlete.

This is UMass’ first 20-win season. Where is the program compared to when you took over?
We’ve gone through the peaks and the valleys that a lot of programs go through. At the end of the day its about getting off
the bus with real good players that are real good kids. And I think we’ve gone through periods where we’ve had some
terrific players here, times when we’ve had some good players but maybe not enough of them. All the trials and tribula-
tions that go along with losing tough games—playing well but not finding the way to win—it can bring a program down.
Conversely, if you start to win some of those close games and become a little more consistent in your play, that can
snowball as well. That is where our program is now. We are better athletically, and we have won some close games.
Everyone feels a little better about themselves. It’s a fine line and it’s fragile. I like our team, I like our leadership and I like
our four seniors. They’ve been through the lows and the highs. They offer a perspective to the other kids on our team.

Comment on Friday’s game against New Hampshire:
Well they are an interesting match-up. UNH is the most prolific scoring team in the league. They have a cadre of weap-
ons. Its almost frightening how talented they are and how quick-striking they can be. You can seem to have them under
check for periods of time, then you have the one let up and the puck is in the back of the net. You’re not going to hold this
team down for 60 minutes, so you have to take some chances. It gives me a lot to think about.


