
The following is a transcript from a league-sponsored media teleconference featuring all 10 Hockey East head coaches on
Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2007.

Head Coach Tim Whitehead, Maine Black Bears

Can you comment on the play of freshman goalie Dave Wilson?
Dave has really emerged for us when we needed him the most. Obviously with Ben Bishop getting hurt in the New Hampshire series, we
needed Dave to step up and he was ready for the challenge. I was real proud of him as he had a tremendous weekend against Vermont.
That was a crucial weekend for our team, especially at home, and he delivered for us.

Comment on the play of defenseman Mike Lundin this season.
Mike is a tremendous player for us and he is also a great person. Mike came in as a true freshman out of Apple Valley, Minnesota, and he
played in every situation right away for us in 2004 when we went to the Frozen Four in Boston. He has continued to play in every
situation and seems to get better and better every year. He is a first power play guy, first penalty kill guy, and just a real tough competitor.
He is very durable and can log a lot of quality ice time. The amazing thing about Mike is that he has so few penalties. He only has two
minutes this year and he is on the ice for over half the game. He is a remarkable athlete, very well conditioned. We are proud of Mike in
many ways. He is an honors student and one of the best we have ever had on defense.

How did you pry him out of Minnesota?
I think because we were able to take him right out of high school. We believed he could make the jump right away without going to the
USHL. He had quite a few schools excited about him a year away, but we lost a defenseman early that year in Francis Nault due to
eligibility issues. We had an opportunity and gave him the chance. He followed through and made us look good, that’s for sure.

With a logjam in the standings, do you see a few upsets in the Hockey East quarterfinals?
It’s hard to say. It seems like there is at least one upset each year from my experiences in the league. I think there is always a chance for
upsets in this league. With Vermont joining the league two years ago, it makes it even tougher now to advance. There is no question in
my mind that upsets are very much on everyone’s minds, so it will be very competitive.

With your road success this season, would you prefer to host or travel for Hockey East Quarterfinals?
We would rather play at home. We got back on track with our home ice and hopefully that holds true this weekend. We love to play at
home, and we know that it is important for the league too as we always have a good crowd. Certainly we would like to give our fans the
opportunity to see two or three more games and our players would love to play here. We feel we have a very unique atmosphere and
certainly there is no place we would rather be. We hope to earn that opportunity, but we have a lot of work ahead of us first.

Going into the last two weeks, is there anything you see your team needing to improve on?
We need to improve our penalty killing and we need to cut down our penalty minutes. We have cut our penalty minutes dramatically from
the first half of the season, but it is not enough. We need to cut them even more and get under 10 minutes a game. I think we can do that.
We skate well enough and we have enough veterans that we can do that, but it will be a challenge for us. We have improved consider-
ably, but we need to get that down. Our penalty kill has been frustrating for us this year. We knew we would take a blow from last year in
penalty killing, but we really need to improve in that area if we are going to compete down the stretch like we would like to.

What is Ben Bishop’s status?
He is doing a lot better. He was not 100 percent last weekend and I reluctantly put him in. I took a bit of a gamble there, but he played
real well actually when he came in halfway through the first game. That gave him some confidence for the next night and gave our team
some confidence. Unfortunately the next night was one of those games where pucks were going in a little easier than you would expect
at both ends of the rink. He is getting better each week. His injury is still sore, but it is not a sharp pain. He has been cleared to play, and I
would not play him if I thought he would do more damage to it. He is going to be fine.

Can you comment on the play of your senior captain, Michel Léveillé?
He is awesome. He’s been a great leader for us. Again, an honor student every semester here but one, and that one semester he had a
2.98. He came into Maine with French as his first language. He had never taken class in English and I think that is a remarkable
accomplishment. What he has done on the ice, he has been our leader here at Maine this year. He has been a leader for us each year
since he has arrived. He is a wonderful guy. He is very loyal to his mom, his dad passed away when he was just three. His story is very
interesting how he has fought through a lot of things. He continues to amaze me and it seems every month he rises up in some way or
another either as a leader or a player or a person.


