
The following is a transcript from a league-sponsored media teleconference featuring all 10 Hockey
East head coaches on Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2007.

Head Coach GREG CRONIN, Northeastern Huskies

Comment on the team’s progress this season.
We’ve steered the focus onto discipline. Since the holiday break, we’ve played 16 games and our penalty minutes have
gone down significantly and our goals against average has gone down considerably. That’s a testament to our penalty kill
and our goaltender and our sense of discipline. We’ve been pretty consistent throughout the second half, and we’ve done
this without Mike Morris, Chad Costello and David Strathman. It’s a good sign that we have a good core group that is
buying into what we’re trying to teach.

Comment on the team’s expectations for the playoffs.
You don’t lace your skates up just to make the playoffs. We know that you can’t change the deck in one year, that it takes
time. But ultimately you want to win a championship and you can’t be in the game if you don’t want to win a championship.
Since Dec. 30, we have an 8-4-3 record and we have made considerable progress – and we have only had Mike Morris
for four or five of those games. If we get Morris back, I wouldn’t want to play us in the quarterfinals. He’s an ace in the
deck of cards, he’s a huge asset. We still do have an ace in net [Brad Thiessen], and that is the most important position
on the ice. He’s emerged as the critical piece of the puzzle.

Comment on possible fatigue for Brad Thiessen.
Brad is in great shape. Like other teams, we’ve had an injury/virus bug that he’s managed to escape so far. He has great
dedication, he’s a very professional guy: always early for practice and staying late. He’s very mature. He’s a freshman
who has been very consistent throughout the year; even when playing in very difficult environments he’s played great. He
doesn’t get flustered, doesn’t get bothered. The rhythm of the team runs through a goalie, not just how he plays the puck
but how he handles himself.

Comment on your expectations of Thiessen coming into the season.
We knew coming in that Brad had set a streak of consecutive scoreless minutes in the BCHL, which is a league with a lot
of offense and not much defense. In the back of my head, I was thinking about Brian Boucher, who had a great shutout
streak but didn’t have the consistency to be a starter. My evaluation [of Brad] changed in the first month of the season,
with two great games against Michigan followed by a game against UNH. He doesn’t really have any bad games.


