
The following is a transcript from a league-sponsored media teleconference featuring all 10 Hockey
East head coaches on Tuesday, Jan. 9.

Head Coach TIM WHITEHEAD, Maine Black Bears

Talk about the first half of the season
We’re excited. We had a great October, then dipped in November, but came back alive in December. We’re
excited about the possibilities, but it’s early and UNH jumped out to a big early lead so we have a lot of
ground to make up.

How did you get out of your November rut?
The team was just determined to get back in the win column. It was the 3-0 win over Providence that got us
back on track. It wasn’t our prettiest win of the season, but it was certainly a hardworking one which was
important for the team. Obviously, we had the home crowd sticking with us through that tough stretch.

Talk about Teddy Purcell. Did you expect him to fit in so quickly and mesh with teammates?
We’re very proud of him. He certainly hit the ground running, which is important because he was the one elite
guy we had coming in. He’s been everything we hoped he’d be, he’s got a great attitude, and he’s a lot of fun
to work with. I knew the first practice of the year that he’d be fine. It was actually our mistake to not bring him
in last year. I saw him at the Buc Bowl last fall and thought he should have been with us then.

How has Michel Léveillé stepped up as captain?
He’s been fabulous as a captain since he’s been an assistant for a while. He made a great transition to
wearing the C. He’s just a great person and the players have great respect for  who he is as a person and
admire how he works and acts on the ice. He’s got poise, composure, courage, he’s strong on his feet, he
plays well in tight areas, he’s been a great leader for us.

Talk about Ben Bishop. Is there any concern about his ice time?
We were very proud of his freshman year. He got thrown into the fire with Jimmy [Howard] leaving for the NHL
three days before the season and stepped up well. The challenge has been to become an elite player at this
level and I think he’s doing that. He bounced back from dip in November as did the rest of the team. I think
he’s improved as a puck stopper this season. He always had the presence in the net, but he’s improved as a
puck stopper. We haven’t had any concern for his ice time. He’s a great athlete and well-conditioned. We
spoke with him at the beginning of the season and told him that he just has to pace himself on and off the ice.

Talk about your opponent this weekend, Boston University?
I think BU is very quietly in the hunt for NCAA and HE title. They’re building momentum with defense and
playing very smart hockey. They take care of the puck and know where to put it when they don’t have a play.

Who’s been your most improved player so far?
In goal, it’s been Bishop. On defense, Travis Ramsey has really asserted himself on the PK and 5-on-5 as
well as clean-up duty on the power play. He got to work under probably our two best defensive defenseman
last season in Travis Wight and Steve Mullin, and has improved his physical presence. Up front, Mike
Hamilton has certainly elevated his game in every area this season as a center.


