
The following is a transcript from a league-sponsored media teleconference featuring all 10 Hockey East head coaches
on Tuesday, Jan. 9.

Head Coach KEVIN SNEDDON, Vermont Catamounts

Comment on the first half of the season
I think we have had a tremendous first half. We certainly had to overcome some obstacles and hurdles in the first half, which I
think has made us stronger and more capable of handling any hurdles we may face down the stretch. We obviously had a set-
back weekend against New Hampshire, which is not the way we wanted to start the second half of Hockey East play, but we’re
not really dwelling on it. We rebounded extremely well on the second night; Friday night was obviously a disgraceful performance
by us and we felt like we were playing the NHL All-Stars. Again, from a process standpoint, we came back and played extremely
well the next night, and unfortunately lost on a power play late in the game. New Hampshire is far and away the best team we
have played this year. We have to build from there. I think if we can play consistently like we did Saturday against New Hamp-
shire, we’re going to enjoy some success in the second half.

Comment on Vermont’s offense and defense
We talked about it with our team today, about getting an attitude on offense. Being hungrier to bury second and third opportuni-
ties and not just counting on the first shot. With a young team we’ve got some work to do offensively. Defensively it’s hard to
argue with what we have been able to do to date. We’ve got great goaltending from Joe Fallon on most nights. We’ve had one of
the top penalty kill units in the country and one of the top three or four team defenses. The key second half is obviously to find a
way to produce more goals and I’m sure a lot of the teams in our league have said the same thing. That’s truly the test for our
team.

Comment on Fallon rebounding after 7-1 loss to UNH
First of all, I don’t think there are many games where he has given up that many goals, in that short of a time span. This was
really a first. In the past, when he has had a tough performance it’s taken him a little while to shake it. He has been worried about
it. I think the key to our coaching decision on Friday night was to get him back in for the third period. No. 1 it helped save the
confidence of a young freshman goaltender (Mike Spillane) that wasn’t getting a lot of help in front of him. But more importantly it
was to see if Joe could rebound in the same game after having a really tough start and I thought he played really well in the third
period. That really gave him confidence to come back the next night and have an outstanding performance. So, I just think overall
his focus and mental toughness is better than it has been in the past.

Comment on play of Vermont freshmen
We’re so excited about our freshmen. We’re certainly trying to bring them along this year and I have seen some great encourag-
ing things from them. But it’s hard not to look ahead a little bit and say when these guys are sophomores and juniors we are
going to be a pretty tough hockey team to play against. Viktor Stålberg, Colin Vock, Patrick Cullity, Brian Roloff; those guys have
all had huge impacts as freshmen for us. Stålberg is just so fast for his size and adds that element to our team. Bradyen Irwin,
obviously six-foot-five, he is a little slight right now but he has had a great year for us as well. We have been fortunate to have
contributions from the freshmen class right off the bat.

Comment on leadership of Torrey Mitchell and Dean Strong
It was the biggest question mark half way through last season. We were so fortunate to have a two-and-half year captain like
Jaime Sifers. It’s great while you have him but then you get that fear of; what’s going to happen next year? I think what happened
essentially was as Jaime stepped aside, more and more leaders were able to grow. Everybody looked to him last year and he
was such and strong leader, and a great leader, that guys kind of took a back seat. Everybody else now has kind of stepped up.
Torrey and Dean and Kenny Macaulay, Chris Myers, Mark Lutz; those guys are our leaders and have done a tremendous job on
and off the ice of really pulling this team together. It’s a young team; they new it was important to get our freshmen involved right
away and they certainly have done that.

Comment on matchup with Northeastern this weekend
We haven’t played them in a while. We played them here (Gutterson) coming off the Ice Breaker Tournament Championship and
I felt at that time that they were the most improved team possibly out there from last year to this year. And they have only gotten
better since then. Coming off a weekend were we dropped two at home, this is a pivotal weekend for us to perform well. We
certainly know that they are continuing to improve. They just had a huge weekend, big overtime win against Boston College and
coming back with a hard-fought tie against BU. This team is for real. They have beat Michigan and some great teams across the
country and within our league. So, we’re certainly concerned and worried about them and look forward to the challenge.


