
The following is a transcript from a league-sponsored media teleconference featuring all 10 Hockey
East head coaches on Tuesday, Jan. 9.

Head Coach MARK DENNEHY, Merrimack Warriors
Assess the first half of your season?
As I have said before, even though you know the hurricane is coming, there isn’t much more you can do other
than latch down everything and put your head down and get through the storm. We knew that scoring would
be hard this year because of what we lost to graduation and we had a number of new bodies. I have always
thought that we would be a much better second half team once those guys get their legs underneath them
they should improve. We have done a good job of defending and our players have a better understanding of
how we need to play. Now they are just playing hockey.

What has been the team’s biggest area of improvement from the start of the season?
The biggest area of improvement for us has been the penalty kill. Part of it is because we are taking fewer
penalties, and part of it is because our goaltending has been better. A large part of it is because coach Darren
Yopyuk and Marty Quarters are handling the PK this year, and they are doing a very good job with it.

With your recent success against UMass Amherst, do you think that they could become a rival?
Our players think UMass could be a rival, so that is more important than what I think. One of our biggest
areas of improvement in terms of recruiting is speed, so we made an effort to recruit quicker guys, so we can
skate with some teams where in the past we haven’t been able to. Our ability to skate with them caught
[UMass] Coach [Don] Cahoon’s eye.

Could you talk about the play of Pat Watson, and your goalies in general?
I’ve said since the start of the year that goaltending would be our strongest position. I probably would have
given them a “B” for the start of the year. Pat [Watson] sat out the first six games so he had to scrape a bit if
rust off, but Jimmy [Healey] and [Andrew] Braithwaite played really well for us during that time. The problem
with all of our goaltenders at times is that they sometimes anticipate 40 shots per game and they try to stop all
of them at once, even though we aren’t giving up 40 shots per game. The only important shots are the next
one you get. You look at [Watson’s] numbers on a team that has struggled for wins and goals and if he is on
one of the more elite teams he might be challenging for some hardware.

How would you asses the series with Boston College this weekend?
I watched BC’s game on Sunday, and they don’t need many shots to score goals. There are one of only three
teams in Hockey East with a goals for of over 2.33, so scoring goals isn’t hard for them. They have always
been a good situational rush team, and they have one of the best insurance policies in the league in Cory
Schneider. We are excited about the weekend, we have been playing and practicing well, last year we had
success against UNH and not too much against any of the other annual elite teams in the league so this is a
good time to start going in that direction.


